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AND THERE WAS: 
SOMETHING | 
COULDN'T 


| HEARD ABOUT 
YOUR FIGHT WITH 
KAITO-SAN FROM 

AYATSUJI-SAN, 


RAKUDAI KISHI NO‘EIYUUTAN ae 


EVEN IF KAITO-SAN 
WAS WEAKENED 
FROM DISEASE, 
HE’S STILL THE 

SWORDSMAN THAT 

OTHERS CALL THE 
LAST SAMURAI. 


idIMOd $.83LV3I GUOMS 40 31ZZNd IHL INITVIAI © 


THERE MUST BE A 
SUITABLE REASON 
FOR HIM TO BE 
BEATEN SO 
ONE-SIDEDLY. 


AND FROM 
THE EXCHANGE 
JUST NOW, I’M 

CONVINCED. 
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IT LOOKS = ; = /' ARE YOU 
LIKE YOU 
pu tl SAYING HE 


FIGURED . 
Irour 
| , CHEATED!? 


‘SOMEHOW. 


NEITHER 
CHEATING NOR 
TRICKERY. 


TELL us. 


THE POWER THAT 
FORMS THE 


we REFLEXIVE 
NERVE 
SENSITIVITY. 





REFLEXIVE 
NERVE SENSITIVITY 
IS SOMETHING VERY 
DIFFERENT FROM 
THE REFLEX SPEED 
OF ORDINARY 


IT’S COMMON 
SENSE THAT 
EVEN FORA 
TOP-CLASS 
SPRINTER, 


CROSSING THE 
BARRIER FROM 
0.15 SECONDS TO 
0.1 IS IMPOSSIBLE 
NO MATTER THE 
TRAINING. 


AND HIS 
REFLEX TIME 
WAS REDUCED 
TO 0.05 
SECONDS. 


IT’S THE PROCESS 
OF PERCEPTION TO 
COMPREHENSION 
TO RESPONSE. THE 
TOTAL TIME OF THIS 
PROCESS IS 0.3 
SECONDS ON 
AVERAGE. 


BUT I’VE BEEN 
COUNTING 
DURING THIS 
EXCHANGE, 






































AND IT’S EVEN 
POSSIBLE TO MOVE 
IN AWAY THAT LOOKS 
LIKE HE VANISHED 
FROM THE PATH OF 
A SWORD SWING. 





USING THAT, 
HE CAN DODGE 
ATTACKS THAT 


WE COULD MAKE 
A SINGLE ACTION, 
KURASHIKI-KUN 
COULD DO TWO 
OR THREE. 


SHOULD BE 
UNAVOIDABLE, 





WITH THIS 
REFLEX 
SPEED AND 
THE ACTION 


COMES 
FROM IT, 


NO MATTER WHAT 
KIND OF EXTREME 
TACTICS OR 


| ‘SURPRISE 
=| ATTACKS COME AT 


} me,icaNSEEIT, }\ 


WHICH MEANS | 


CAN DEAL WITH IT. 











f YOU'RE THE FIRST 
TO FIGURE OUT 
MY MARGINAL 
COUNTER ON 
SIGHT, WORST 


@ You REALLY 


ARE THE 
JACKPOT 
AFTER ALL! 














UTTOU SHURA Is 
ULTIMATELY JUST A 


IT HAS NO POWER TO 
INCREASE THE SPEED 
OF BRAIN IMPULSES. 














IT’S JUST AN 
INBORN TRAIT, 
SO THERE’S NO 
WAY YOU CAN 
COPY IT. 


MY MARGINAL 
COUNTER ISN’T 
ASKILL. 
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| YOU’RE NOT THE 
‘ONLY ONE WHO 
CAN MANIPULATE > 
YOUR REACH! y 













BY SHORTENING HIS 
REACH, IKKI CAN 
ROTATE HIS WEAPON 


MORE QUICKLY AND 
RAISE HIS DEFENSE/ a 


HE’S BEEN 
TEACHING 
SHIZUKU, WHO 
USES A KODA- 


CHI-SHAPED KUROGANE-KUN 


DEVICE. ‘ ) CAN EVEN 
IKKI REALLY 





‘SO IN ORDER TO 
MAKE HIMSELF 
EVEN ALITTLE BIT 


STRONGER, HE Kl 


STUDIES EVERY RECOGNIZES 
WARTAL ART. HIS OWN 


UNDER THE SUN WEAKNESS. 
fTHATHE CAN... 


HAND-TO-HAND 
COMBAT TO 
ARCHERY. 













JUST LIKE 
| THOUGHT. 





STUDENT KNIGHTS 
WHO DEPEND ON 
MAGIC WOULD 
NEVER HAVE THAT 
KIND OF JUDGMENT. 








OUR STRENGTH'S 
- NOTIN SPLENDID 
ORINOUR - TECHNIQUE... 
, CHARITY AS 
WE FIGHT FOR 




















~ IF TDEFEND WITH 
__KODACHLTECH— 


TE nEeA {il 
|_EATERWILL,COMES |) | 


TT, Nias east 
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BUT IF 1 USE ITTOU 
SHURA AND 


THEN ONE MINUTE IS 
TOO SHORT TO BEAT 


NV} HIM WHEN HE CAN 
ACT TWO OR THREE 
TIMES AS OFTEN! 


THIS IS THE 
NATIONAL 
__ LEVEL! 





I’M NOT 
DONE YET! 












































IF IT WAS ME, | 
COULD USE FIRE 
MAGIC TO FORCE 
THE OPPONENT 
BACK, BUT IKKI 


DOESN’T HAVE THE i 
. KIND OF WEAPON f 


THAT LETS HIM 
FIGHT AT THIS 


IN SUMMARY, IT’S 
TOO BAD THAT HE 
WAS BORN WITH 
ONLY A WEAPON 
MEANT FOR 
SWORDSMANSHIP. 





VERMILLION-SAN, 
DON'T YOU LOVE 
KUROGANE-KUN!? | 



































WAS THE LAST 
SAMURAI REALLY 
CONSUMED WITH 

REGRET? 


IF THAT GUY HADN’T 
APPEARED, FATHER 
AND I COULD‘VE 
STAYED HAPPY! 





THAT GUY 
DESTROYED OUR FATHER IS INA COMA! 


OUR DISCIPLES WERE 


EVERYDAY HURT, AND THE DOJO 


WAS TAKEN AWAY! 


HAPPINESS! 

































BUT SENPAI, ISN’T 
THAT JUST YOUR 
PERSPECTIVE? 





«+» REALLY BE 
HAPPY ABOUT 


SPENDING EVERY HONORED AS THE 


DAY ROTTING id oz LAST SAMURAI... 


AWAY WITHOUT 
HOLDING HIS 
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BE ABLE TO 
STAND IT. 








NO... 
FATHER ALWAYS 
SMILED AND TOLD ME 
HIS LIFE’ S PURPOSE 
WAS TO TEACH HIS 
SWORD TO THE NEXT 
GENERATION— 











HOW COULD THAT BE? 












WHY DIDN'T | 
REALIZE IT...!? 


AT THAT MOMENT, 
FATHER’S EXPRESSION 
HAD A SIMPLER, MORE 
GENUINE EMOTION...! 


INSTINCT! 





THELWANTEDJTOLFIGHT) 
ITHEJOPPONENTIN) 
FRONTORHIMS 


FATHER, WHOSE 
SWORD.SKILL WAS 
BEING TAKEN 


MAS TROEAETY AWAY BY DISEASE, 


ALWAYS WAITING 
FOR SOMEONE 
LIKE SWORD 
EATER TO 
APPEAR. 





"I'M... SORRY..." 





SOMEONE SURPASSING 
ALL OTHERS IN MERIT 
HAD APPEARED, AND 
WANTED TO FIGHT HIM 
WITHOUT CONCERN FOR 
HIS HANDICAP... 


THOSE WORDS 
WEREN'T FOR ME AND 
THE DISCIPLES. HE WAS 
SAYING THEM TO 
SWORD EATER. 


is 












JEEZ, WHAT 












FATHER HE GAVE WHAT 
KIND OF PARENT 
ALWAYS THOUGHT MIGHT BE THE WAS HE? 
OF HIMSELF MORE LAST WORDS OF 
AS A GREAT HIS LIFE TO AN 
INTELLECTUAL. 


OPPONENT. 





AH, EVEN SO- 

















EVEN THOUGH WE'RE 
GOING AT MY PACE, AT 
SOME POINT HE CHANGED 
THIS INTO A BATTLE 
OF ATTRITION! 





\ BUT THAT 
THIS FIGHT ‘ BASTARD IS 
IS EVEN. GETTING JUST 


\ 
‘AS TIRED. 
























SORRY, BUT! 
JUST HATE 
LOSING... 


YOU ASSHOLE. 
EVEN IF YOURE 
TENACIOUS, 
THERE ARE 
LIMITS. 


















BESIDES, IT’S 
BEEN AWHILE 
SINCE I'VE BEEN SO 
OVERWHELMED IN A 
‘SWORD FIGHT, SO 
I’M HAVING FUN. 
















HAVING FUN, 
ARE YOU... 
YOU'RE THE 
TYPE TO GET 













| GUESS 
WE'RE 
ALIKE IN 
THAT WAY. 





LL BRING 
YOU DOWN 
WITH THE 


BUT IT’S 
ALREADY 
TIME TO GET 
THIS OVER 


CAN | ASK 
ONE MORE 
THING? 














NAME "LAST 


SAMURAI"! 


HE ALSO 
WISHED FOR 
SOMETHING 

LIKE THIS, 
DIDN'T HE? 


THERE'S NO WAY 
A WEAKLING WHO 
DOESN'T ENJOY A 
MATCH AS HEATED 
AND DEADLY 
AS THIS— 









































COMMITTING 
HIMSELF TO 


ATTACK... IS.IT 
yy Fm 
DESPERATION? 
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I'VE ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 
CONTINUE 
THAT DUEL! 


| SEE! 
THIS 
STANCE! 





WHEN MIGHT AYASE WHEN MIGHT THE 
MASTER THE SAME LAST SAMURAI 
SWORDSMANSHIP RECOVER...? 
AND COME TO 


































































































THIS IS WHAT 
I'VE BEEN 
WAITING TWO 
YEARS FOR! 





TH-THERE'S 
NO MISTAKE. 
THAT WAS... .! 

















"WHEN IN THE MENTAL STATE 
FOR COUNTERATTACKING, IF YOU 
USE YOUR BLADE TO TURN ASIDE 

AN ATTACK, YOUR COUNTER 
WILL ALWAYS BE SLOW." 





























“IN THAT CASE, YOU 
HAVE TO TURN ASIDE 
THE ATTACK WITHOUT 
MOVING YOUR SWORD 
FROM THE ATTACK 
POSITION." 
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MY IMPERIAL 
ARTS WERE 


STOLEN ON THE 
FIRST USE TOO. 


BLADE 
STEAL. 
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YOU WOULD'VE 
FIGURED OUT 
THE SECRET: 


IT’S IKKI'S SWORD 
TECHNIQUE THAT 
CAN EVEN SEE 
THROUGH THE 
OPPONENT'S 
SECRETS. 








WORKED HARD, 
AYATSUJI-SAN." 











EVEN AFTER 
TAKING THAT 
POWER, IKKI STILL 
ISN’T SATISFIED. 


CHASING AFTER 
RESULTS LIKE 
THAT... REALLY. 





























































































































WORST ONE. 
YOUR NAME? 




































































TIELLLLE 



























































KURASHIKI-KUN, 


WHATABOUT =| 


THIS DOJO... 





| DON’T HAVE A. 
REASON TO WAIT 
HERE ANYMORE. 


























| GUESS HE 





o 5 DIDN’T WANT 
OBSTINATE os HIS ENEMY TO 
PERSON. SEE HIM WHEN 
HE’S WEAK... 
4 Se 
ZAK SS 
YOU'RE 
EXACTLY THE 
J, SAME, AREN'T 
V you? 
y 
+4 
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JEEZ, IF YOU 
HAD THAT KIND. 
OF HIDDEN 
TECHNIQUE 
THEN USE IT 
SOONER! 












YOU CAN'T 
EVEN STAND 
ANYMORE, SO 
DON'T TRY TO 
SAY DIGNIFIED 

THINGS. 






















WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 




























IF | DIDN'T 
EXHAUST 
KURASHIKI- 
KUN FIRST, 
HE’D CUT ME 
TO PIECES 


DON’T TELL 
ME TO DO 
IMPOSSIBLE 
THINGS. 










THERE’S NO WAY 
‘SOMEBODY ELSE 
CAN USE THE 

LAST SAMURAI’S, 
TECHNIQUE WITH- 
OUT REHEARSAL. 


















‘SENPAI, 
CAN | LEAVE 
PATCHING 
IkKI UP TO 
you? 


THE DAUGH- 
TER OF THE 
DOJO WOULD 
PROBABLY BE 
BETTER AT IT. 





WELL AT 
LEAST FIGHT INA 
WAY WHERE YOU 
GET FEWER 
WOUNDS.... 





I WANTED TO 
KNOW ABOUT 
My FATHER 
MORE THAN 
ANYONE, 


BUT | DIDN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
HIM AT ALL. 


AYATSUJI- 
‘SAN, YOU'RE 
THE LAST 
SAMURAI'S 





THERE’S 
NO ONE WHO. 
UNDERSTANDS, 
KAITO-SAN 
BETTER THAN 


THANKS TO 
YOU, | FINALLY 
FOUND OUT MY 
FATHER’S TRUE 
THOUGHTS. 


NOT TRUE. 


WAS ABLE 
TO WIN TODAY 
BECAUSE YOU 
REMEMBERED 

KAITO-SAN’S: 
SWORD SKILLS 
SO PERFECTLY, 
AYATSUUJI-SAN.. 
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THEN | HAVE 
TO BECOME 
STRONGER. 




















| ENOUGH TO 
| BEAT THAT 
SO THAT | CAN 2 Af fj, Guy MYSELF. 
CARRY MYSELF } 
PROUDLY AND 
CALL MYSELF 
SUCCESSOR/ 


| LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
THAT DAY. 
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